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ALFRED CALDWELL LILY POOL VISITOR &  
PERMIT USE GUIDELINES 

 
Permit Use Guidelines: 

 
• Maximum attendance for permits includes any event guests, 

photographer(s), officiant(s), musicians, etc. above twenty (20) is prohibited 
for a regular photography or event due to overcrowding and space 
limitations of the park. For a private event permits only, the maximum 
guest count can be somewhat higher, however, guest counts above 
twenty (20) are discouraged and above (30) are typically prohibited 
due to the space limitations of specific Lily Pool Park sites such as the 
Pavilion and Council Ring. 

 
• For regular non-private permits – Private space during your permit time is 

NOT guaranteed. You must work around the public sharing the space. 
 

• Blocking off an area of the Lily Pool or blocking access to the main path 
of the Lily Pool from other visitors is prohibited. 

 
• Décor is allowed without prior approval. Guests are responsible for 

setting up, taking down, and removing décor. – Additional décor may be 
allowed for private permits with permission. 

 
• Décor that is strictly prohibited includes glass, open flames of any 

kind, and confetti, rice, etc. that can be thrown. Nothing, including 
flower petals, should never be thrown into the pond. 

• DO NOT attach, affix, or drape anything onto the pavilions. The 
pavilion is a historic structure, and we need to reduce any wear and tear 
of the structure as much as possible. 

 
• Any sort of décor or decoration that you come into the Lily Pool with 

needs to come back out with you. There are no trash receptacles 
within the Lily Pool. 

 
• Chairs (additional seating) are not allowed for regular non-private 

permits. You are allowed up to 2 chairs of your own for guests with mobility 
issues. Outside chair/furniture rental is prohibited. For Private Permits, the 
Lincoln Park Conservancy can provide up to 20 chairs for an additional 
charge. 
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• Photographers – Tripods are not allowed. – Exemptions may be made for 
Private Permits. 

 
• You are expected to complete any ceremony, photography, set-up and 

take-down within your allotted permit time. There is a grace period of 15 
minutes before and after your permit time. 

 
• No plant or floral arrangements allowed (except for wedding bouquets and 

boutonnieres). No use of chalk or paint allowed anywhere on the site. 
 

• For environmental reasons, NO balloon releases or throwing of flower petals, 
rice or confetti of any kind is allowed. 

 
• For safety reasons, no open flames or candles are allowed. 

 
• A live soloist is acceptable if arranged with the Lincoln Park Conservancy in 

advance. Amplifiers are not necessary. Small Bluetooth speakers are 
acceptable. 

• There is no electricity or water source available in the Lily Pool. Food 
is not allowed. 

• Private Permits Only: There will be staff on-site to clear other visitors to 
the Lily Pool by your permit start time. The Lily Pool will be closed to the 
general public for the full duration of your 1 (hour) or 2 (hour) permit. If 
you include a chair rental as part of your permitted event, staff will be 
responsible for setting up and taking down of the chairs. Event permit 
guests will be assumed to enter The Lily Pool at the Fullerton Ave. gate 
unless otherwise requested. Staff will be in the Lily Pool for the duration of 
your permit. 
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General Visitor Guidelines: 
 

• STAY ON THE PATHS. The paths are either made of limestone or gravel. 
Stone that is placed along the edge of the pond, apart from adjacent to the 
Pavilion, the waterfall, and the open landing on the East Side of the pond 
across from the waterfall is not meant to be stood on nor is it considered 
part of the designated path. Some of these stones are loose and can be 
hazardous and can result in falling into the pond. Movement in planted areas 
can permanently damage delicate, rare, expensive, and/or historic plant 
materials or seedlings that may not be visible at the time of your visit. 
The Alfred Caldwell Lily Pool is Lincoln Park’s only National Historic 
Landmark Natural Area & Garden—please help keep its plant community 
alive. – There is No Lincoln Park Zoo access to or from the Lily Pool. The 
nearest entry from the Lily Pool to the Lincoln Park Zoo is the East Gate off of 
the Zoo’s main parking lot on Cannon Drive. 

 
• Please do not walk over or past any roped off areas or trails of the Lily Pool. 

 
• Climbing on any of the limestone rock formations, the pavilion, the 

waterfall or anywhere other than the designated paths is prohibited 
and can result in fines and ejection from the park. 

 
• For environmental reasons, no balloon releases or throwing petals, rice or 

confetti of any kind is allowed. 
 

• No bathing, wading, fishing, or other kinds of activities is allowed in the Lily 
Pool or waterfall. 

 
• Do not pick or collect flowers, plants, seeds, or remove any natural elements. 

 
• Dogs or other pets and bicycle-riding are not allowed in the Lily Pool. 

 
• Picnics or consuming any food in the Lily Pool is prohibited. 

 
• DO NOT feed any of the wildlife. 

 
• Any graffiti, other vandalism or defacement of the Lily Pool, the grounds, 

plants, shrubs, trees, and structures will result in ejection and fines. 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.lpzoo.org/visit/explore-the-map/
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Release Form: 

We wish to use the Alfred Caldwell Lily Pool for a ceremony. We understand that we 
are responsible for our own safety and private property while using the Alfred 
Caldwell Lily Pool. We agree to assume such responsibility. We agree that we, or 
any member of our party, will not hold the Lincoln Park Conservancy, the Chicago 
Park District, or any of their employees, Board Members, commissioners, officers or 
sponsors responsible for any injuries or losses we might sustain while using the Lily 
Pool. 

We agree to abide by the capacity policy indicated in the booking form, set by state 
and local guidelines, in accordance with Covid-19 precautions. We understand that 
the Lincoln Park Conservancy reserves the right to deny services if the capacity 
policy is not met. 
 
FAQ: 

Parking is available in the Lincoln Park Conservancy self-park located on Stockton 
Drive just South of Fullerton Ave. Look for the entrance just North of the 
Greenhouses. The parking fee is $30.00 per vehicle (cash or credit card) and is 
open 24/7. Parking is on a first- come, first-served basis. Additional parking is 
available using the Lincoln Park Zoo parking lot off Fullerton Ave. This connects to 
the Lily Pool’s back gate which is good for people with mobility issues. For cost, 
hours, and other details about the Lincoln Park Zoo Parking Lot, please go to 
https://www.lpzoo.org/visit/hours-location/#parking. 

In the Event of Inclement Weather, you may adjust your ceremony start time or 
date if there are no other permitted events scheduled at the Lily Pool. You must 
inform us in advance of your current permit time if you would like to adjust the 
date/time and confirm availability before your ceremony. We encourage couples to 
have a contingency plan set ahead of time for an alternate, indoor ceremony 
location such as their reception venue or the rental of clear umbrellas for 
guests. 

Cancellation Policy: Should a cancellation be necessary in the event of rain, or 
for any other reason, the Lincoln Park Conservancy will refund your payment less 
a service fee. You must make us aware of your cancellation at least 72 hours prior 
to your scheduled event to be eligible for a refund. 

 
 

Thank you for making the Alfred Caldwell Lily Pool 
part of your special day! 

https://www.lpzoo.org/visit/hours-location/#parking

	ALFRED CALDWELL LILY POOL VISITOR &  PERMIT USE GUIDELINES
	 Blocking off an area of the Lily Pool or blocking access to the main path of the Lily Pool from other visitors is prohibited.
	 Décor that is strictly prohibited includes glass, open flames of any kind, and confetti, rice, etc. that can be thrown. Nothing, including flower petals, should never be thrown into the pond.
	 There is no electricity or water source available in the Lily Pool. Food is not allowed.
	 Private Permits Only: There will be staff on-site to clear other visitors to the Lily Pool by your permit start time. The Lily Pool will be closed to the general public for the full duration of your 1 (hour) or 2 (hour) permit. If you include a chai...
	 Please do not walk over or past any roped off areas or trails of the Lily Pool.
	 Dogs or other pets and bicycle-riding are not allowed in the Lily Pool.
	 Any graffiti, other vandalism or defacement of the Lily Pool, the grounds, plants, shrubs, trees, and structures will result in ejection and fines.


