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Preserving a National Historic Landmark
Alfred Caldwell (1903-1998) was the last living Prairie School landscape architect of the twentieth century. In 
1936, Caldwell designed the Lily Pool to be “a hidden garden of the people of Megalopolis.” The Lily Pool 

served a variety of uses from1950 to 1998 and eventually fell into disrepair. It was closed to the public until

the Lincoln Park Conservancy stepped in to restore the site. We created a concept plan with the Chicago

Park District and raised over $1.1 million, matched by the Park District. In Spring 2002, the re-named Alfred 

Caldwell Lily Pool re-opened to the public and soon earned National Historic Landmark status—one of only 

a handful of landscapes in the Midwest to receive this honor. Ever since, the Lily Pool has been managed by

a joint effort of the Conservancy and the Park District. Twenty years post-restoration, heavy visitorship and 
Chicago winters have taken a toll and the Lily Pool needs repair to some of its most outstanding features. The 
Lincoln Park Conservancy is committed to maintaining this historic site at the highest level through capital 
repairs in 2022-23. The work is estimated to cost $150,000. Your support will help to preserve this peaceful 
and historic Prairie-style garden in Lincoln Park.

20th Anniversary Refresh of the
A L F R E D C A L DW E L L L I LY P O O L

L I N C O L N  P A R K ,  C H I C A G O

MAJOR WORK TO BE COMPLETED

• Repair of Historic Pavilions

• Repair of Front Gate

• Repair of Drainage System

• Refresh of north & east entry gates & signage
• Additional trees & plants

See detailed budget on reverse.



 

Donation Form 

Donor Information 

Name(s)_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address_________________________________________________________________________________ 

City ___________________________________________State _____________________ Zip____________ 

Email Address______________________________________ Phone________________________________ 

Donor Gift & Payment Information   

Donation Amount: ___________________                                                                                                                               

□ CREDIT CARD:  Call (773) 883 7275 or donate online at: www.lincolnparkconservancy.org  

□ STOCK:  Please call Julie Lenner for assistance (773) 883-7275                                                 

□ IRA Disbursement:  Via check or call Julie Lenner for assistance (773) 883-7275                     

□ CHECK: Make payable to the Lincoln Park Conservancy                     

□ Is this a pledge? Details (terms/amount): _________________________________ 

                  Lincoln Park Conservancy, 2430 N. Cannon Dr., Chicago, IL 60614 

With your help, the Lincoln Park Conservancy will complete the renovation of 
the Alfred Caldwell Lily Pool’s historic pavilions this fall and winter. As a      
National and Chicago Historic Landmark site, the Conservancy appreciates that 
Caldwell’s pavilion structures need to be conserved with utmost care to main-
tain aesthetic consistency; this includes ensuring that materials used in resto-
ration work are “like-for-like” with the pavilion’s original features including 
copper and redwood roofing components and white oak timbers.  

As you can imagine, the specialized nature of the work and materials make the 
pavilion restoration the most expensive component of the twentieth anniver-
sary “refresh” project. That’s where you come in. Your donation will help pre-
serve one of Lincoln Park’s most important cultural features. It will also ensure 
the Lily Pool opens to visitors in time for the 2024 season. The Lincoln Park 
Conservancy thanks you for your partnership to complete this legacy project 
in the Park. 

http://www.lincolnparkconservancy.org



